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Litigation v. Collaborative

Intro

Beth McCormack, JD Ken Celiano, Psy.D Brad Pawlowski. JD

Differences between litigated divorce and 
collaborative dissolution

How they start

Court filing v team meeting Emotional aspects of filing 
v meeting – punch v. 

holding hands

Information gathering

Formal discovery v. 
financial neutral exchanges

Work load is different Expenses are different Time periods are different Information sought may be different

Information processing

Opportunity to try out 
various budgets or financial 

scenarios v. mandated

Team discussions on 
options based on need v. 

positional bargaining

Opportunity to think 
outside the box v. court 

ruling

Children

Opportunity to try out 
various schedules v. 

mandated

Special needs in 
collaborative v. litigation

Significant others in 
collaborative v. litigation

Coaches/child specialist to 
help with parenting 

schedule v. attorneys or 
judge

Process of changing 
schedules as family’s 

needs change in collab v. 
litigation

Expenses

How dollars are spent in 
each process – good dollar 

v. wasted dollar

Is one more expensive than 
the other

How they end

Prospects of returning for 
post decree issues

One time court appearance 
where often travel together 
v. final court appearance 

where use different 
elevators

Collaborative 
Resolution Project

http://www.beermannlaw.com/attorneys/beth-f-mccormack/
https://kenceliano.com
https://www.go2court.com/firm-profile/our-attorneys/
https://collaborativeresolutionproject.wordpress.com

